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L’EAU C’EST L’HEURE! (Hello Sailor! – Get it? Don’t  worry!)  
Account of a trip to Vannes by Terry Godfrey 

 

23rd June 2007 - Lady Sefton went to Vannes and took me, Ritva and Alan 
(Ferris) with her. 
 
1. The leaving of Cherbourg.  The overnight passage from Bembridge Ledge was 
rudely interrupted during Sunday afternoon by a depressing forecast on Long Wave. 
Diverted to Cherbourg!  
The Monday morning Capitainerie forecast was better, SW/SSW 5-7 occ.8 in western 
channel. Sailed well reefed. Off Cap de La Hague it blew F9. I thought that the situation 
was becoming marginal and the VHF aerial and windex obviously agreed because they 
immediately jumped ship. Then the jib sheet parted with the jib. By the time it took me to 
furl the jib it looked like a Chinese laundry after an earthquake.  
Returned to Cherbourg!  
Sailed again on Tuesday and found that the autopilot was dead. Only in the Outer Rade 
so returned to…….(I think you’ve got the picture by now). After much gritting of teeth, 
bought a new SIMRAD and got M’sieur to install it. Sent “get well soon” card to bank 
manager. Sailed again. SIMRAD worked fine in standby but seemed reluctant in auto 
mode. A  return to  “you know where”  would  mean  never  reaching Vannes so we  
persevered as in the days of yore. 
 
2. The Passage. Guernsey towards Chenel Du Fours - everything on the nose so very 
lumpy, very tiring and very depressing. Later, off Brest and having missed the tidal gate 
for the Raz De Sein, diverted to Camaret Sur Mer for the night. Sailed a.m. for a midday 
arrival  at the Raz and missed it by 20mins. Why did we have brekkie before sailing? 
Wasted four hours in Douarnenez bay and had a nice lunch. Cleared the Raz next tide. 
Off the point De Penmarc’h, a gale of wind overtook us from astern. Ran up PDQ and 
dropped the main, rounded the point and did 50NM under jib making 6 - 7 KN. (It’s a 10 
ton boat remember! )  The nav lights went out.  Changed the fuse. Out again!  Repeated  
this  procedure until I ran out of fuses. Put the tri-colour on.  Crossed  Quiberon  Bay and 
entered Crouesty - Gloriana! A bit concerned about the unassisted passage through the 
Golfe du Morbihan but the chap next door gave me an intensive briefing. He then loaned 
me his full size chart of the passage, saying, “I’ve had this a long time”. I could not help 
by agree, it was printed on linen. He added, “just give it to Mike Pinder when you get to 
Vannes”. What a gent! 
The Golfe passage was exhilarating - 9KN + in the narrow bits . 
Q?…. What’s the most important bit of the passage? 
A!…. Do not miss the turn at the Pink House. 
I missed the turn at the Pink House! Wasted an hour retracing foot steps.  
 
3. The Arrival.  Alongside Vannes 2000 Tuesday and M’sieur is on the Quayside. “Get 
changed, vite, vite, dinner az commencee”. Piled into his car and caught up with the rally 
at last for some nice grub. Obviously we had to play some serious ‘catch up’ with the ‘vin 
ordinnaire’ but I think we all performed magnificently. So well, in fact, that Alan’s last 
drink fix might have gone a bit astray as he sat on a chair that was actually some distance 
to windward. Result - his derriere contacted terra firma with a gravity assisted “thud”. 
Fortunately, two stout Frenchmen were on hand to hoist him inboard and re-alien his 
gimbals. 
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Re-provisioned Wednesday and went to the formal dinner that evening. A good time was 
had by all, but, before pudding arrived I realised that delayed fatigue was setting in and I 
just had to leave early. 
Sailed a.m. for Crouesty. M’sieur at “Electroniques du Golfe” assures us that “ze fluxgate 
compass in your ZIMRAD is, ow you zay, buggered”.  
I couldn’t agree more! 
The passage back was a dream. We met all the important tidal gates on time and even 
enjoyed some ‘big game’ fishing on the Banqe Des Langoustiere. Caught four mackerel, 
very delicious. At £1.80 per pound I’ve only got to catch another six and I’ve paid for the 
tackle! (Is it really true that the tackle shops catch more fisherman than fisherman catch 
fish? Yes!) 
However, I digress. For example, did you know that Raz is pronounced ‘Raah’ and that 
the Alderney Race is English for ‘The Raz Blancard’? What ever, we went there anyway 
and made Cherbourg on the same tide. Monday morning. The M’sieur who installed the 
SIMRAD don’t work Mondays so I beat his door down at 0900 on Tuesday. It wasn’t 
until I forcibly escorted him onboard that I could demonstrate the problem with the pilot. 
Result, much consternation and many Gallic apologies. Options:-  either send it back to 
SIMRAD France or take to SIMRAD Angleterre, (Gosport Road, Fareham). I brought it 
home! 
A great Channel crossing with St Catherine looming after what seemed like a dogwatch 
and on pontoon by lunchtime 12th July.  
Went home to catch up on news—my house had been burgled the previous week.  
I went to SIMRAD— The sign read “To Let”. Parfait!!! 
 
Epilogue.  Hallucinations! Still flogging away off the N,Brittany coast and it’s some god 
awful hour.  All  are  tired,  mistakes  seem  easier  to  make  and  I feel that I’m losing 
concentration. In an effort to ease the load I’ve got M’sieur  SIMRAD on in stand-by.  
The rudder stock is talking to me. “How are you doing old chap” says I, “are you ok?” 
“Squeak”, he replies. “Enjoying the trip”, “squeak, squeak”. “Is that one squeak ‘yes’, 
two squeaks ‘no’?” “Squeak”. We had quite a chat, what a pleasant fellow he is. (H	�E��
/	���� �����B�/�E&�� ���� ����� �
�����M������� ��� �� 	E�� 	�$���� �
�� �	������ �	���� ��	���
7� 6��� 7��< � � Later in broad daylight. I’m convinced we’re in the approaches to the 
Chanel because I can see a very tall lighthouse. In fact we are in the Bay of Plouguerneau 
which, for a small port, reputedly has the tallest light house in Western Europe, The crew 
put me right and I went to bed feeling very, very silly.  
Moral. If you plot your position five times and it says you’re at point A, then the chances 
are you’re at point A! 
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Pewitt Island Race 1st July 2007. 
Another report by our Hon. Sailing Sec. Mark Jones. 

 
Sunday morning started off okay (apart from the sore heads from the previous day) 
but the wind gradually increased such that by the start of the race it was gusting to 
force 6. 
Suddenly the idea of sailing a seven foot dinghy all the way round Pewitt Island 
didn’t seem fun anymore.  With a southerly wind direction there would be a nasty 
chop by the island and it doesn’t take much for water to slop over the gunwales 
and fill up the boat, which usually leads to a capsize. 
Fortunately  Race  Officer Phil Waldren made the decision to shorten the course 
with the turning mark to be off Bedenham Pier.  5 luggers set off with Paul 
Limburn shadowing the fleet in Merriette, just in case any of us went for a swim. 
Once round Salterns the wind was much stronger and very gusty making it tricky 
to sail the boats.  Speeds of 4.7 knots were recorded by Paul which isn’t bad for a 
rowing boat! 
Steve Plumley took a dip and had to be towed home by the club rescue boats, as 
did the Enterprise, the only starter in the dinghy fleet. 
A “neck and neck” contest between Mark Jones & John Herbert started at Salterns 
on the return leg and continued right up the finish line.  After the gun neither knew 
who had won as it was so close, but once ashore Phil confirmed that Mark was the 
winner by just three feet.  2nd place was John Herbert, 3rd Robin Patterson and 4th 
Martin Duffus. 
Meanwhile back at the clubhouse Carol Waldren was preparing her mixture of 
famous cocktails in readiness for the “British afternoon” club social of sing along 
songs and fish n chips. 
 

 

 

#����**<�
"����
�
�������
��������
��'�����
����������
=��"������
�''�������>  
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Round The Island Race 2007 
 
Several FSMBC boats took part in this prestigious race. For a while it seemed that 
Chantresleur was the fastest FSMBC boat in the race. But then we heard 
differently.    
Paul Millar in JONO his Hunter Horizon 26 had also taken part in the Round the 
Island Race. They were 247 in ISC rating overall, not bad considering this was 
their first year participating. 
They had a great day, as captured in pictures and words on page 8. The picture/log 
tells the story of their day from the alarm going off at 0345 to a bright and 
wonderful dawn and ideal race conditions to the handing over the declaration form 
and collecting the goodie bag of mementos at the end of the day. It makes great 
reading but unfortunately it is too expensive to print all those fantastic colour 
photographs in a club magazine so is only available on the website. Apologies to 
those not on line but the expense of colour printing puts it outside our budget. It 
looks like they were therefore the fastest FSMBC boat in the race. (Unless you 
know better.) 
Well done Paul! See Paul’s write-up on pages 9 - 14.  
 
See also Mark Jones’ photos of the race (example below) on the website. 
http://fsmbc.org.uk/RTIrace07.html  
It obviously was a wonderful day. 
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The J P Morgan Round The Island Race 2007 
 
 

A perspective from entry 0889, “Jono” (By Paul Millar) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The alarm went off at 0345! 
 
A bright and wonderful dawn, ideal race 
conditions. 
 
The first fleet was off at 0500. 
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Bacon butties, courtesy of head galley officer Phil, as we head down the Hamble and into 
Southampton water with our fellow contestants – all flying our race colour pendants – Day-Glo 
green for ISC Group 7. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
A forest of masts marks the starting line. 
 
One could walk from Calshot to Cowes across 
the decks. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Jostling for position in the northern waiting area 
prior to the 0640 gun. 
 
Close quarter manoeuvring for whatever piece of 
water is free. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Together with 183 other boats we 
crossed the start line at 0641 – 
excellent tactics from Simon on the 
helm. 
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First beat down the western Solent 
towards the Needles. 
 
Shouts of “starboard” from various 
close quarter encounters. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
We were chasing, gained and passed Horizon 
Pilot 27 boat numbers 72 and 60 as we headed 
towards the Needles arriving at 0925. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Rounding The Needles with the Old 
Coastguard station above the top of the light 
house – a perfect offing to miss the wreck of 
the SS Varvassi. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spinnakers flying for the down wind 
leg round the back of the island. 
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The fleet heads round the south of The 
Isle of Wight. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Jono’s tactician, Simon, surveys the rest of 
the fleet. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Phil playing his key role as human “preventer” 
on our downwind run – we thought he was just 
soaking up the rays! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Rounding St. Catherine’s Point at 1210. 
 
 
Henry on the helm – this is what sailing is 
all about! 
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Rounding Bembridge Ledge mark around 1410. 
We’re back on the beat again. 
 
Simon, be ready to dump the main sheet! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Back in the midst of the fleet again as we head 
towards The Forts. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Above: 
Jono in first reef trim 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The fleet heading west past 
Ryde. 
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We took the short cut across Ryde Sands – and made it thanks to our 1.0m draft. Unlike a few 
others who felt the need to use their keels as depth sounders! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
10 hours after crossing the start line, it’s all 
over. 
 
Skipper takes the helm towards the 
declaration barge. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The melle of a “single file” towards the 
declaration barge – concentration on collision 
avoidance is more extreme than in the race! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Fend off! 
 
Hand over the declaration form and collect 
the goodie bag of momentos. 
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The second fastest boat; ABN Amro, 
an Extreme 40 catamaran. Crossed the 
line in 4 hours 6 minutes and 53 
seconds. 
 
Ellen MacArthur was skipper of the 
winning boat, another Extreme 40, 
covering the 50 nautical miles in 4 
hours 6 minutes and 3 seconds. 
 
 
 
 
 
Race Statistics: 
 
Total number of entrants:    1753 
 
Total number of finishers:    1607 
 
Total number of boats in ISC rating classes: 674 
 
Total number of boats in ISC Class 7:  184 
 
Total number of entrants in Group 7C:  57 
 
Total number of finishers in Group 7C:  51 
 
Start time:   0640 
Finish time:  1655 54’ 
Elapsed time:  10.15 54’ 
Adjusted time:  09.06 55’ 
 
Average speed:    4.87 kn 
 
Position in Group 7C:    38 (out of 57) 
 
Position in Class 7:     137 (out of 184) 
 
Position in all ISC rating classes:   248 (out of 674) 
 
Position in whole fleet:   746 (out of 1607) 
 
Fastest boat elapsed time:    04.06 03’ (average speed 12.2kn) 
 
 
Date for the diary, next years race is on 28 June 2008! 
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Holiday Safety (Vic Carr) 
Water sports are a popular pastime for the 65 million trips abroad each year taken by 
UK travellers.  It is worth checking that water sports operators have good safety 
procedures such as:- 

· Good ��	����  and maintenance of equipment.  
· Provision of life-jackets and other safety equipment.  
· Clearly defined areas for different water sports/users.  
· Collection of personal and medical details by operators.   
· Jet ski operators should ask for ID, proof of age, and ideally, training.  
· Enough staff to provide look-out and rescue services. 
· Good communication systems. 

For more safety tips visit the website below.     
http://www.rospa.com/waterandleisuresafety/watersports_safety_abroad.htm 
It is about safety abroad regarding primarily water sports worth a visit by our guys.  

                             Club Security 
 
I have been asked to point out to you that security at the clubhouse has been a bit 
lax of late. 
Considering that breaking and entering is not unknown in Fareham 
(see Terry Godfrey’s article), and also, a club member has had his dinghy stolen 
from Salterns pontoon, do bear the following points in mind:- 
 
• Please ensure you close the doors when you leave. 
 
• Do not leave the doors tied back. 
 
• Remember to padlock the gates to Locks Yard. 
 
• If you are the last one on the premises remember to lock the door with your key. 
 
• Keep an eye open for any unusual occurrences or strangers on Club premises. 
 
• Bear in mind that if club property is stolen or vandalised it hits your pocket.  
The cost of repairs and the cost of insuring the premises comes out of Club fees. 
 
And who pays the club fees?   
 
That's right! ….You do!  
 


